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Labour migration is a growing trend in the ASEAN region as workers seek better-paid jobs and employers 
endeavor to meet employment gaps. Migrant labour forms an increasing source of construction, service 
and domestic workers across the more developed ASEAN countries. As mobility of labour increases in the 
region, there has been a growing concern about the protection of the rights of migrant workers. As ASEAN 
plans to proclaim itself a single market comprising a vision of free movement of capital and labour, it is 
important to address issues surrounding migrant workers, who are often underpaid or living in poor 
conditions. 
 
Migrant labour in Southeast Asia 
 
The major destinations for migrant labour in the ASEAN region are Malaysia and Thailand. According to the 
International Organization for Migration (IOM), there are over 1.5 million foreign workers in Malaysia, which 
accounts for 13 per cent of total employment.  Half of the foreign labour workforce in Malaysia is from 
Indonesia while there are also significant number of workers from Bangladesh, Myanmar and Nepal. Most 
of them are employed in the manufacturing and agricultural sector. In 2010, a total of 1.3 million workers, 
mostly from Myanmar, were employed in Thailand to fill labour market demands. According to the IOM, 
there are an estimated 3 million migrant workers from neighbouring countries in Thailand, most of them 
undocumented and more than 80 per cent of them from Myanmar. Other countries in Southeast Asia also 
have migrant workers, for example, Singapore is the major destination for skilled migrants from ASEAN 
countries. 
 
Protection of the rights of migrant labour 
 
The ASEAN community has recognized the importance of labour migration in the region. In 2007, ASEAN 
leaders signed the ASEAN Declaration on the Protection and Promotion of the Rights of Migrant Workers 
during the 12th ASEAN Summit held in Cebu, Philippines, and established the ASEAN Committee on the 
Implementation of the Declaration (ACMW) in 2008. The ACMW is currently drafting the ASEAN Instrument 
on the Protection and Promotion of the Rights of the Migrant Worker, which should work towards 
preventing the exploitation and discrimination faced by this group. ASEAN’s legally binding instrument will 
facilitate member countries’ national labour laws to provide for better protections of workers’ rights, decent 
living and working conditions, and improve social protection.  
 
Nevertheless, there are increasing reports of exploitation in member countries signalling the lack of 
effective implementation of the declaration. Migrant workers often face exploitation, low pay, and poor 
working conditions. Abusive practices include the withholding of passports and wages. Other common 
problems are excessive length of the work day, lack of a weekly rest day, verbal and physical abuse and 
lower wages than promised. Consequently, the international media has also highlighted some of the issues 
faced by migrant workers in the manufacturing, agriculture, construction, and fishing industries of the 
region. As such, the root causes of the ineffectiveness of implementing changes to migrant worker 



conditions should be reviewed and mitigation measures should be established. The protection of migrant 
workers’ rights, in the legal framework of countries in the region, should become a priority to progress 
toward an ASEAN community underscored by social justice by 2015. 
 
The way forward 
 
The 8th ASEAN Forum on Migrant Labour (AFML) will be held this month, on 26-27 October 2015, in Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia and will be hosted by the Government of Malaysia as the current chair of the ASEAN. 
The forum will carry the overall theme ‘Empowering the ASEAN Community through Protection and 
Promotion of the Rights of Migrant Workers’. This will be an opportunity for ASEAN leaders to review what 
has been stated in the 2007 ASEAN Declaration, and address the key issues facing migrant workers in 
Southeast Asia. As ASEAN moves towards a joint community with a vision of regional integration by 2015 
that includes the vision of the free flow of labour, it is important that member states align their governance 
and management of labour migration with regional and international guidance, obligations and best 
practice. ASEAN member states would need to get their act together to better manage large movement of 
labour across the region and protect their rights.  
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CLIMATE CHANGE AND ENVIRONMENTAL SECURITY 
 
News & Commentaries 
 

• G20 Finance Ministers Discuss Sustainable Development, Climate Change, International Institute 
for Sustainable Development, 5 September 2015. 

• Carl Zimmer, Warming Oceans Putting Marine Life ‘in a Blender’, The New York Times, 8 
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• Aya Lowe, Filipino farmers bear the brunt of El Nino drought, Channel News Asia, 12 September 
2015. 
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Selected Publications 
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Events & Announcements  
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ENERGY SECURITY 

 
News & Commentaries 
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Post, 8 September 2015.  
• Antonio Lopez and Jose Antonio Aguado, Why 100 per cent renewable generation won’t bring 
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• Kavithah Rakwan, Govt conducting public survey on nuclear energy, Malaysian Reserve, 11 
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• UK interested in creating solar power plants in RI, The Jakarta Post, 14 September 2015.   
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Selected Publications 
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FOOD SECURITY  
 

News & Commentaries 
 

• Yunus Y. Lasania, FSC distribution stumps officials, The Hindu, 19 September 2015. 
• Jewel Topsfield, Indonesia seeks new beef markets to end dependence on Australia, The Sydney 

Morning Herald, 19 September 2015. 
• Simon Mundy, North Korean song of ‘bumper crop’ strikes a discordant note, The Financial Times, 

20 September 2015. 
• Zambia. State bans wheat importation. Black Sea Grain. 25 September 2015 
• Madelaine B. Miraflor, APEC crafts measures to address food wastage, Manila Bulletin, 28 

September 2015. 
• Oliver Milman, Record El Niño set to cause hunger for 10 million poorest, Oxfam warns, The 

Guardian, 1 October 2015. 
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• Genetic makeup of thousands of rice varieties placed in global seed data pool, Food and Agriculture 

Organization, 8 October 2015.    
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• World Food Day, 16th October 2015, Milan, Italy. 
• Strengthening regional capacity for climate services in Africa, 27 October 2015, Victoria Falls, 

Zimbabwe.  
  

 
HEALTH SECURITY 

 
News & Commentaries 
 

• Pakistan, US to broaden health care cooperation, The Express Tribune, 10 September 2015 
• Shahani Singh, Quake-hit Nepal braces for cholera outbreaks, Sci Dev Net, 17 September 2015 
• The Star/Asian News Network, Rabies outbreak in Perlis, Kedah and Penang, The Straits Times, 18 

September 2015 
• Esha Chhabra, Ebola's Body Collectors, The Atlantic, 30 September 2015 
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within the healthcare sector, CIO, 30 September 2015 
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October 2015 
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• Mahomed S Patel and Christine B Phillips, 2015, Health security and political and economic 
determinants of Ebola, The Lancet, Vol 386, No. 9995 

 
Events & Announcements  
 

• Montreal Health Innovation Week, 19-23 October  2015, Montreal, Canada 
• Call for Papers: 26th Annual Health Economics Conference, Deadline 23 – 24 October 2015, 

University of Georgia 
 

 
PEACE, HUMAN SECURITY AND DEVELOPMENT 
 

News & Commentaries 
 

• A ‘lost decade’ for victims of Indonesia’s Aced conflict, Aliran, 9 Sep 2015.  
• Surigao del Sur in state of calamity as evacuees’ numbers grow-governor, InterAksyon, 18 

September 2015. 
• Lina Sinjab, Syria conflict: The close ties behind Russia's intervention, BBC News, 5 October 2015 
• Michael Kaplan, Israel-Palestinian Conflict Worsens As Netanyahu Announces New, Controversial 

Measures To Combat Violence, International Business Times, 6 October 2015 
• UN, Fighting Continues In Kunduz As MSF Wants Bombing Probe, Radio Free Europe Radio 

Liberty, 7 October 2015. 
• Yemen PM Survives Rocket Attack, The Nation, 7 October 2015. 
• Yemen conflict: Houthi rebels commit to UN peace plan, BBC News, 7 October 2015.  
• NATO says Russian ground troops in Syria, Turkey’s airspace violated again, CNN, 7 October 

2015.  
 

Selected Publications 
 

• ICRC, 2015, Urban Services During Protracted Armed Conflict: A Call For A Better Approach To 
Assisting Affected People, International Committee of the Red Cross, Geneva 

• International Crisis Group, 2015, Myanmar’s Peace Process: A Nationwide Ceasefire Remains 
Elusive, International Crisis Group, Brussels, Belgium 
 

Events & Announcements  
 

• Sociology of Peace and Conflict: Contexts and Challenges, 16-17 October, Mindanao State 
University Iligan Institute of Technology, Iligan City, Philippines. 

• The Cost of the Israeli-Palestinian Conflict, 29 October 2015, RAND Corporation, Santa Monica, 
California, USA. 

 
 
TRANSNATIONAL CRIME 
 

News & Commentaries 
 

• Thitinan Pongsudhirak, Bangkok blast erupts from poor diplomacy, transnational crime, The Straits 
Times, 8 September 2015. 

• Fresh crackdown nabs “godfather” of human smuggling in Bangladesh, Channel News Asia, 17 
September 2015. 

• Bryan Harris, Mexican drug cartels eye Asian markets, Financial Times, 24 September 2015. 
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Favour Umaru, Police boss calls for concerted efforts against organized transnational crime, 
National Daily, 28 September 2015.  

• Nuradzimmah Diam and Hariz Mohd, ASEAN must make bold decision to combat transnational 
crime: Zahid, New Straits Times, 29 September 2015. 

• D. Parvaz, Executions for drug crimes: A stubborn ‘fringe’ trend, Aljazeera America, 7 October 
2015.   

• Migrant crisis: EU to begin seizing smugglers’ boats, BBC, 7 October 2015. 
• Jasmine Osada, $314,000 worth of drug seized, with 26 suspected traffickers and 55 abusers 

arrested, The Straits Times, 8 October 2015. 
 

Selected Publications 
 

• Stephen Ellis and Mark Shaw, 2015, Does organized crime exist in Africa?, Oxford University Press, 
United Kingdom. 

• The Global Initiative, 2015, New frontiers or old boundaries?  Reconsidering approaches to the 
security and development nexus in the context of responses to organized crime, conflict and 
insurgency, Geneva. 

Events & Announcements 
 

• TRACE Workshop: Current and future trends of human trafficking in Europe, 20 November 2015, 
Sofia, Bulgaria.  

• 19th annual IBA transnational crime conference, 11-13 May 2016, Panama City, Panama.  
 
 
HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE AND DISASTER RESPONSE 
 
 
News and Commentaries 
 

• Thailand declares Pattaya disaster zone after flash floods, Channel News Asia, 19 September 
2015. 

• Thousands evacuated as 'super typhoon' approaches Taiwan, Channel News Asia, 27 September 
2015.  

• Rosette Adel, Storm ‘Kabayan’ leaves two dead, Philippine Star, 4 October 2015.  
• UN, humanitarian community struggling to meet unprecedented needs of refugees, UN News 

Centre, 5 October 2015 
• Jonatan Anderias Lassa, Indonesia’s haze and disaster governance deficit, RSIS Commentaries, 6 
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