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 ASEAN-driven Disaster Response: Progress and 
Potential  

Disaster Response and Recovery Workshop . Courtesy of  Flickr account of  NJ Car.  

The ASEAN Leaders signed the 
“ASEAN Declaration on One ASEAN 
One Response: ASEAN Responding 
to Disasters as One in the Region and 
Outside the Region” at the 28th and 
29th ASEAN Summit in Vientiane held 
from 6-8 September 2016. The decla-
ration was signed to strengthen coordi-
nation and cooperation mechanisms in 
responding to disasters to achieve 
faster response, mobilise greater re-
sources and establish stronger coordi-
nation to ensure ASEAN’s collective 
response to disasters. It is based on 
the principle of harnessing the individ-
ual and collective strengths of different 
sectors and stakeholders in ASEAN to 
effectively respond to disasters inside 
and outside the region. This declara-
tion at the Summit highlights that 
ASEAN has a significant role in disas-
ter response.   

 

 

ASEAN’s role in  
humanitarian action  

The Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations (ASEAN) has played an in-
creasingly active role in humanitarian 
action within its region, developing a 
binding ASEAN Agreement on Disaster 
Management and Emergency Re-
sponse (AADMER) as well as the 
ASEAN Coordinating Centre for Hu-
manitarian Assistance (AHA Centre). 
With these frameworks and tools, 
ASEAN has responded to disasters 
within the region such as Cyclone 
Nargis in 2008 and Typhoon Haiyan in 
late 2013. The first-ever ASEAN Emer-
gency Rapid Assessment Team 
(ERAT), which comprised officials, ex-
perts and NGO personnel from mem-
ber states, was deployed to Myanmar 
in the aftermath of Cyclone Nargis. The 
Yangon-based Tripartite Core Group 
(TCG), established by ASEAN, brought 
the Myanmar Government, ASEAN 
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and the United Nations together to 
facilitate response operations. 
During Typhoon Haiyan in the 
Philippines, the AHA Centre dis-
seminated important information to 
stakeholders in ASEAN via email 
alerts and various social media 
platforms. These events signify 
that ASEAN has been playing an 
active role in humanitarian assis-
tance and disaster response.  

 

One ASEAN, One  
Response  

The ASEAN Declaration on One 
ASEAN One Response at the 28th 
and 29th ASEAN Summit brought 
some notable points from Member 
States that civilian and military 
assets, resources, capabilities, 
and capacities, which may be 
available for the ASEAN Standby 
Arrangements, can be mobilised 
immediately to disaster-affected 
areas through the coordination of 
the AHA Centre. The declaration 

affirmed the AHA Centre as the 
primary ASEAN regional coordi-
nating agency on disaster man-
agement and emergency response 
as well as endorsed the ASEAN-
Emergency Response and As-
sessment Team (ASEAN-ERAT) 
as the official resource of ASEAN. 
In order to foster disaster resili-
ence in member states and en-
hance the capacities for natural 
disaster responses, it is important 
to engage all groups of stakehold-
ers in all sectors, especially at the 
community or grassroots level.  

 

Way Forward 

Moving forward, governments 
should promote public-private part-
nerships in order to mobilize the 
resources owned by different 
groups of stakeholders and facili-
tate humanitarian responses. Fur-
ther into the future, ASEAN and 
the AHA Centre should focus on 
the issue of emergency prepared-
ness as promoting preparedness 

would allow ASEAN member 
states to focus on mitigating the 
impact of future disasters. Lastly, 
humanitarian coordination and 
trust among member states should 
be enhanced in order to facilitate 
the process of turning the vision of 
One ASEAN One Response into 
reality.  

 

   Suggested Readings:  

 ASEAN Declaration on One ASEAN, One Response: ASEAN Responding to Disasters as One in the  

Region and Outside the Region, September 2016. 

 ASEAN Vision 2025 on Disaster Management, 2016. 

 Huong Ha, Governance Framework for Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Response in ASEAN,  
Middle East Institute, July 2016. 

 Sherine El Taraboulsi et al, Regional Organisations and Humanitarian Action: Rethinking Regional  
Engagement, HPG Report, May 2016. 
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CLIMATE CHANGE, ENVIRONMENTAL SECURITY AND NATURAL DISASTERS  

ASEAN Joint Statement 
on Climate Change to 
The 22nd Conference of 
The Parties (COP-22) to 
The United Nations 
Framework Convention 
on Climate Change 
(UNFCCC) 
ASEAN  
6 September  2016 

Germany publishes 30-
year climate change 
strategy 
Sören Amelang,  
Climate Home 
8 September 2016 

Researchers find  
climate change already 
delivering severe  
impacts 
Huaxia,  
Xinhuanet 
10 September 2016 

Climate change 
'significant and direct' 
threat to US military: 
Reports 
Reuters,  
The Straits Times 
14 September 2016 

Military officials:  
Climate change could 
ensnare nation in  
humanitarian issues 
and armed conflicts 
Ken Silverstein,  
Forbes 
19 September 2016 

Theresa May: UK to  
ratify Paris climate 
change deal this year 
Rowena Mason and  
Adam Vaughan,  
The Guardian 
20 September  2016 

Climate deal comes one 
step closer to effect at 
United Nations  
Reuters,  
The Straits Times  
21 September 2016  

Toward a Haze-Free 
ASEAN: Private  
Financing for Peatland 
Restoration 
Rini Astuti,  
RSIS Commentary  
10 October 2016 

 

Courtesy of  Flickr account of European Commission DG ECHO and used 
under a creative commons license.. 
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Assessment of the  
climate commitments 
and additional  
mitigation policies of 
the United States 
Jeffery B. Greenblatt and 
Max Wei,  
Nature Climate Change  
2016 

Asian Development 
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report: Investing for an 
Asia and Pacific free of 
poverty    
Asian Development Bank  
2016 

Indigenous Knowledge 
and Climate Change 
2–4 November 2016  
Marrakesh, Morocco 
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The Hugo Conference: 
Environment, Migration, 
Politics  
3–5 November 2016 
Paris, France 

ENERGY SECURITY 

 

 

Courtesy of  Flickr account of  IAEA Imagebank and used under a creative 
commons license.  

China builds nuclear 
power plants in border 
areas, Vietnam takes 
action  
Vietnam.net 
21 September 2016 

China to rein in 
growth of green  
energy industry 
The Straits Times 
24 September  2016 

 

NEWS AND COMMENTARIES 

Indonesia struggles to 
tap volcano power 
The Straits Times 
25 September 2016  

Indonesia’s nuclear 
preparedness strong: 
IAEA 
Tempo.Co 
28 September 2016 
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