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Collective Response to the Challenge of Marine Plastic Pollution

Source: NOAA Marine Debris Program via Wikimedia commons

Reducing plastic pollution in the
oceans will be on the agenda of the
G20 Summit in Osaka, Japan on 28
and 29 June. Attention to the chal-
lenge from the leaders of the world’s
major economies is timely and impera-
tive because non-traditional security
threats induced by plastic pollution like
degradation of the marine ecosystem
and contamination of the food chain
are increasingly imminent. A crisis of
plastic waste is unfolding in many
parts of the world now. The Philippines
recently shipped scores of containers
of waste back to Canada. Malaysia is
to send back thousands of tons of
waste from around the world like Aus-
tralia. Against this background, the
Basel Convention was amended in
May 2019, which requires more trans-
parency and regulation in the global
trade in plastic waste.

Several East/Southeast Asian coun-
tries, like the Philippines, Indonesia,

Malaysia, China and Japan, are im-
portant stakeholders for dealing with
this challenge, as they are both major
contributors to and victims of marine
plastic pollution. They have strength-
ened efforts at the national level, like
developing national action plans, speci-
fying targets for reduction, and imple-
menting new policies and regulations.
Japan, for instance, adopted a new
policy in May 2019 that aims to cut its
flow of plastic waste into the ocean and
to contribute to the global efforts as
well.

The aforementioned waste disputes
have highlighted the loopholes in the
existing cycle of reuse, reduce and re-
cycle in many countries and the im-
portance of a collaborative approach.
Given that marine environmental pollu-
tion is borderless and developing coun-
tries in particular face mounting pres-
sure for coping with plastic waste from


http://www.rsis.edu.sg/research/nts-centre
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Microplastics_(7656713582).jpg
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Microplastics_(7656713582).jpg

www.rsis.edu.sg/research/nts-centre June 2019

domestic as well as foreign
sources, international cooperation
is crucial for an effective global
solution to the problem.

Japan’s new policy package in-
cludes provision of technical and
financial assistance for developing
countries to tackle the challenge.
This may indicate further support
for Japan’s existing cooperation
with developing countries, like
funding the proposed Knowledge
Centre on ASEAN Marine Debris
in Indonesia. The Asian Develop-
ment Bank signed an agreement
with Indonesia on collaboration in
reducing marine plastic debris in
early May, which includes tech-
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nical assistance and knowledge
sharing. International cooperation
as such can enable better manage-
ment of plastic waste in developing
countries through supporting policy
formulation and implementation,
encouraging engagement of private
sector and other social actors, and
bridging  partnerships  between
stakeholders.

Given that marine plastic pollution
will be discussed at the forthcom-
ing G20 Summit, it is important that
the needs and challenges of devel-
oping countries are given sufficient
consideration in the discussion.
Since Japan is the host and Indo-
nesia, Singapore and China will
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attend the summit, East/Southeast
Asian countries may take the op-
portunity to feature their perspec-
tives in the global debate. Collabo-
ration in financing and technologi-
cal innovations should be empha-
sised as these two aspects are
essential for better waste manage-
ment and reduction in pollution in
developing countries.
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Climate change: Global
sea level rise could be
bigger than expected
Matt McGrath,

BBC
20 May 2019

Businesses play big
role in fighting climate
change

Datin Seri Sunita Rajakumar,

The New Straits Times
24 May 2019

Preventing climate
change in the face of
urbanisation
Dumrongkiat Mala,

The Bangkok Post
26 May 2019

How under threat Singa-
pore is taking action to
battle climate change
Revathi Valluvar,

Bloomberg
31 May 2019

ENERGY SECURITY

UK and Trump miles
apart on climate change
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Companies see climate
change hitting their bot-
tom lines in the next 5
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4 June 2019

Thirsty Singapore taps
into innovation to se-
cure its water future
Reuters,
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7 startling facts about
the crisis facing our
oceans

Harmeet Kaur,

CNN
8 June 2019
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Commentary: The oil
and gas market in Asia
is heating up

Xunpeng Shi,

Channel News Asia

21 May 2019
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Matthew Mohan,
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27 May 2019

American LNG exports
threatened as China
turns to Russian
sources

Rurika Imahashi,

Nikkei Asian Review
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Japan plans carbon
emission cuts, more nu-
clear energy

Mari Yamaguchi,

Nikkei Asian Review
8 June 2019

China speeds up clean
energy development

Xinhuanet,
13 June 2019

Australian government
"willing to consider" nu-
clear power: energy
minister
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International Confer-
ence on “Youth, Ocean
and SDG 14”

1-5 July 2019

Melaka, Malaysia
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High-level Political Fo-
rum 2019
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New York, USA
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Building a sustainable
food future

Sheith Khidhir,

The ASEAN Post

18 May 2019

Commentary: Clean
meat - the next big
thing in Singapore’s
push towards agricul-
ture?

Paul Teng, Rob Hulme and
Andrew Powell,

Channel News Asia

26 May 2019

From sky farms to lab-
grown shrimp, Singa-
pore eyes food future
Reuters,

Channel News Asia
30 May 2019

Investors eye ‘game
changing innovations’
as climate change and
antibiotics threaten aq-
uaculture sector

Oliver Morrison,

Food Navigator
5 June 2019

Perth study finds 80 per
cent of disadvantaged
families suffer 'food in-
security’

Madeline Palmer,

ABC News
6 June 2019

MOH to ban key source
of artificial trans fats in
food like cookies and
pizzas from June 2021

Rei Kurohi,
The Straits Times
6 June 2019

Adaptation options for
rice-based cropping sys-
tems in climate risk-
prone provinces in the
Mekong River Delta: An
assessment report

Bong B. B. et al.,

CCAFS Working Paper No.
245,

Wageningen, the Netherlands:

CGIAR Research

Program on Climate Change,
Agriculture and Food Security
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Feeding the Future: How Forty Sixth Session of
the Committee on
World Food Security
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26 July 2019
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