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With the fifth anniversary of the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable Development
fast approaching, it is timely to assess
the current state of affairs. The Agen-
da, with its 17 sustainable develop-
ment goals (SDGs) and 169 targets,
provides a blueprint for shared pros-
perity in a sustainable world. However,
the world is currently not on track to
achieve the SDGs by 2030. Reports
published in 2019 by the United Na-
tions High-Level Political Forum on
Sustainable Development (HLPF) indi-
cate that, despite progress being made
in a number of areas on some of the
SDGs, it has largely been a slow and
even regressive process. Vulnerable
populations are still subjected to inordi-
nate levels of suffering, stemming from
systemic inequalities and exposure to
climate-induced disasters. The global
response has not been ambitious and
effective enough to stimulate the level
of transformation needed to achieve

the Goals.

The SDGs and disaster risks are inter-
connected. Many of the SDGs focus on
issues that are underlying drivers of
risk. Achieving SDG 1 -eradicating
poverty in all its forms- and SDG 10 —
reducing socio-economic inequalities-
would significantly reduce and alleviate
the impact of disasters. However, the
onset of disasters can also exacerbate
poverty and inequalities in societies.
The UNESCAP Asia-Pacific Disaster
Report 2019 shows that a 1 percent-
age point increase in exposure to cli-
mate events increases the Gini coeffi-
cient by 0.24 and decreases education
rates by 0.26 percentage points. Our
goal to end poverty by 2030 has been
severely jeopardised by the increased
frequency and severity of disasters in
recent years. When you consider that
the poorest countries in the world ex-
perience a disproportionate share of
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damage and loss of life when dis-
asters hit, the need to source for
effective scalable solutions be-
comes even more apparent.

One way to address this is by
encouraging a  humanitarian-
development-peace nexus ap-
proach. This is not a new concept
but it is one that is notoriously diffi-
cult to implement effectively. How
do you ensure that immediate
needs are met in a timely manner,
while simultaneously incorporating
longer-term  development initia-
tives that address systemic causes
of vulnerability? To this end, hu-
manitarian and  development
stakeholders are constantly striv-
ing to find the right mix of humani-
tarian, development and peace
approaches. Working towards the
fulfilment of SDGs 11 and 16 for
example, with a focus on promot-
ing peaceful and inclusive socie-
ties with sustainable and disaster-
resilient infrastructure, is a step in
the right direction.

Suggested Readings

As the world enters the ‘decade of
delivery’, there is a need to make a
concerted effort to meet most, if not
all, the SDGs by 2030. The multi-
faceted and wide-ranging nature of
the SDGs necessitates the need
for multi-stakeholder participation,
across all sectors. For instance, as
part of the Business Avengers
campaign launched in September
2019, 17 companies- each focus-
ing on one SDG- will come togeth-
er to communicate the overall im-
portance of the Goals as well as
showcase their efforts in achieving
them. This initiative was conceived
as a means to foster private sector
collaboration and action in support
of the SDGs. Hopefully, this will
translate into greater investment in
disaster risk reduction and devel-
opment programmes, which is of
particular significance considering
that sourcing for such investments
has not always been an easy en-
deavour.

Forging inter-regional partnerships
through knowledge sharing plat-

forms is another excellent way to
lay the foundation for the achieve-
ment of the SDGs and to help
communities and governments
cope with the numerous complexi-
ties of humanitarian challenges.
An example of this can be found in
the recent ASEAN Strategic Policy
Dialogue on Disaster Management
(SPDDM), which engaged with
members from the Pacific Islands
Forum Secretariat and the African
Union on issues such as disaster
management and climate security.
Knowledge sharing and building
communities of practice can help
to bridge gaps between regions,
and strengthen collective efforts to
address overlapping issues.

At face value, addressing the multi
-faceted and wide-ranging nature
of the SDGs might prove to be a
daunting task. However, the
agenda’s vision of ‘shared pros-
perity in a sustainable world’ is not
beyond reach. It is imperative that
we continue to champion this vi-
sion, in pursuit of a better future
for everyone.
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Singapore ‘pushing
the boundaries’ on mit-
igating climate
change: Masagos
Matthew Mohan,

Channel News Asia
21 October 2019

Climate change: Spain
offers to host COP 25
in Madrid

Matt McGrath,

BBC,
31 October 2019

Trump serves notice to
quit Paris climate
agreement

Lisa Friedman,

The New York Times
4 November 2019

More than 11,000 sci-
entists from around
the world declare a
‘climate emergency’

The Straits Times
5 November 2019

ENERGY SECURITY

Cities could be an ally in
climate change fight: Ex-
perts

Audrey Tan,

The Straits Times
5 November 2019

Despite a warmer, wetter
world, there may be less
water available for hu-
man use, study finds
Christian Detisch,

Yale Environment
5 November 2019

Why biodegradables
won’t solve the plastic
crisis

Kelly Oakes,

BBC
5 November 2019

Dumped fishing gear is
biggest plastic polluter in
ocean, finds report
Sandra Laville,

The Guardian
6 November 2019

NEWS AND COMMENTARIES

Singapore sets solar
energy target for 2030
that would provide
enough power for
350,000 homes

Ang Hwee Min,

Channel News Asia
29 October 2019

Singapore will continue
to rely on natural gas
amidst push to boost
solar capacity: Chan
Chun Sing

Audrey Tan

The Straits Times
29 October 2019

Philippine energy chief
says to draft plan for
nuclear programme
Enrico dela Cruz,

Reuters
30 October 2019

IAEA delivers report on
nuclear power infra-
structure development
to the Philippines
Elisabeth Dyck,
International Atomic Energy
Agency

30 October 2019

Iran and Russia launch
new phase of nuclear
power reactor construc-
tion

AFP-Jiji,

The Japan Times

11 November 2019

Chinese envoy encour-
ages IAEA to further
promote peaceful uses
of nuclear energy

Mu Xuequan,

Xinhua
12 November 2019

The extraordinary cli-
mate agreement on in-
ternational aviation: An
airline industry perspec-
tive

George Anjaparidze,
Harvard Project on Climate

Agreements
2019

Climate-related security
risks and peacebuilding
in Somalia

Karolina Ekléw and Florian
Krampe,
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World Climate Summit:
The Investment COP
8-9 December 2019
Madrid, Spain

World Biodiversity Fo-
rum

23-28 February 2019
Davos, Switzerland
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NEWS & COMMENTARIES

Higher temperatures
driving 'alarming’ lev-
els of hunger - report
Lucy Lamble,

The Guardian

15 October 2019

Path of food security
with Chinese charac-
teristics gets broader
Bianji Hongyu,

People's Daily Online

16 October 2019

China focus: China's
food security a boon
for itself and the world
Hua Xia,

Xinhua News
16 October 2019

Experts unlock key to
photosynthesis, a find
that could help us meet
food security demands
University of Sheffield,

Science Daily
13 November 2019

UN agency sounds
alarm: Dwindling agro-
biodiversity ‘severe
threat’ to food security

United Nations News
14 November 2019

Gov’t on alert on rice
smuggling, hoarding
Ben O. de Vera,
Inquirer.Net

14 November 2019

Zadar, Croatia

Global Hunger Index
2019: The Challenge
of Hunger and Climate
Change

von Grebmer, Klaus et al.,
Dublin and Bonn: Concern
Worldwide and Welthun-

gerhilfe
2019
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The Missing Middle:
Connected action on
agriculture and nutri-
tion across global, na-
tional and local levels
to achieve Sustainable
Development Goal 2
Veldhuizen, Linda J.L. et
al., Global Food Security

Vol. 24
2020
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Global Partners' Meeting,
November 2019 at World

Food Programme Head-

quarters
26-28 November 2019
Rome, Italy
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license

4th International Con-
ference on Global Food
Security

15-18 June 2020

Le Corum, Montpellier,
France


https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2019/oct/15/higher-temperatures-driving-alarming-levels-hunger-report-climate-crisis
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2019/oct/15/higher-temperatures-driving-alarming-levels-hunger-report-climate-crisis
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2019/oct/15/higher-temperatures-driving-alarming-levels-hunger-report-climate-crisis
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2019/oct/15/higher-temperatures-driving-alarming-levels-hunger-report-climate-crisis
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2019/oct/15/higher-temperatures-driving-alarming-levels-hunger-report-climate-crisis
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2019/oct/15/higher-temperatures-driving-alarming-levels-hunger-report-climate-crisis
http://en.people.cn/n3/2019/1016/c90000-9623271.html
http://en.people.cn/n3/2019/1016/c90000-9623271.html
http://en.people.cn/n3/2019/1016/c90000-9623271.html
http://en.people.cn/n3/2019/1016/c90000-9623271.html
http://en.people.cn/n3/2019/1016/c90000-9623271.html
http://en.people.cn/n3/2019/1016/c90000-9623271.html
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2019-10/16/c_138475986.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2019-10/16/c_138475986.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2019-10/16/c_138475986.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2019-10/16/c_138475986.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2019-10/16/c_138475986.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/english/2019-10/16/c_138475986.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2019/11/191113153102.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2019/11/191113153102.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2019/11/191113153102.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2019/11/191113153102.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2019/11/191113153102.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2019/11/191113153102.htm
https://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2019/11/191113153102.htm
https://news.un.org/en/story/2019/11/1051411
https://news.un.org/en/story/2019/11/1051411
https://news.un.org/en/story/2019/11/1051411
https://news.un.org/en/story/2019/11/1051411
https://news.un.org/en/story/2019/11/1051411
https://news.un.org/en/story/2019/11/1051411
https://business.inquirer.net/283296/govt-on-alert-on-rice-smuggling-hoarding
https://business.inquirer.net/283296/govt-on-alert-on-rice-smuggling-hoarding
https://business.inquirer.net/283296/govt-on-alert-on-rice-smuggling-hoarding
https://business.inquirer.net/283296/govt-on-alert-on-rice-smuggling-hoarding
https://business.inquirer.net/283296/govt-on-alert-on-rice-smuggling-hoarding
https://admin.concern.org.uk/sites/default/files/documents/2019-10/2019%20Global%20Hunger%20Index.pdf
https://admin.concern.org.uk/sites/default/files/documents/2019-10/2019%20Global%20Hunger%20Index.pdf
https://admin.concern.org.uk/sites/default/files/documents/2019-10/2019%20Global%20Hunger%20Index.pdf
https://admin.concern.org.uk/sites/default/files/documents/2019-10/2019%20Global%20Hunger%20Index.pdf
https://admin.concern.org.uk/sites/default/files/documents/2019-10/2019%20Global%20Hunger%20Index.pdf
https://admin.concern.org.uk/sites/default/files/documents/2019-10/2019%20Global%20Hunger%20Index.pdf
https://admin.concern.org.uk/sites/default/files/documents/2019-10/2019%20Global%20Hunger%20Index.pdf
https://admin.concern.org.uk/sites/default/files/documents/2019-10/2019%20Global%20Hunger%20Index.pdf
https://admin.concern.org.uk/sites/default/files/documents/2019-10/2019%20Global%20Hunger%20Index.pdf
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2211912418301135
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2211912418301135
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2211912418301135
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2211912418301135
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2211912418301135
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2211912418301135
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2211912418301135
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2211912418301135
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2211912418301135
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2211912418301135
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S2211912418301135
https://fscluster.org/event/global-partners-meeting-november-2019
https://fscluster.org/event/global-partners-meeting-november-2019
https://fscluster.org/event/global-partners-meeting-november-2019
https://fscluster.org/event/global-partners-meeting-november-2019
https://fscluster.org/event/global-partners-meeting-november-2019
https://fscluster.org/event/global-partners-meeting-november-2019
http://www.globalfoodsecurityconference.com/
http://www.globalfoodsecurityconference.com/
http://www.globalfoodsecurityconference.com/
http://www.globalfoodsecurityconference.com/
http://www.globalfoodsecurityconference.com/
http://www.globalfoodsecurityconference.com/
https://nuclear-option.org/
https://nuclear-option.org/
https://nuclear-option.org/
https://nuclear-option.org/
https://nuclear-option.org/
https://nuclear-option.org/
https://nuclear-option.org/
https://www.iaea.org/events/nuclear-security-conference-2020
https://www.iaea.org/events/nuclear-security-conference-2020
https://www.iaea.org/events/nuclear-security-conference-2020
https://www.iaea.org/events/nuclear-security-conference-2020
https://www.iaea.org/events/nuclear-security-conference-2020
https://www.iaea.org/events/nuclear-security-conference-2020
https://www-pub.iaea.org/MTCD/Publications/PDF/P1786_web.pdf
https://www-pub.iaea.org/MTCD/Publications/PDF/P1786_web.pdf
https://www-pub.iaea.org/MTCD/Publications/PDF/P1786_web.pdf
https://www-pub.iaea.org/MTCD/Publications/PDF/P1786_web.pdf
https://www-pub.iaea.org/MTCD/Publications/PDF/P1786_web.pdf
https://www-pub.iaea.org/MTCD/Publications/PDF/P1786_web.pdf
https://www-pub.iaea.org/MTCD/Publications/PDF/P1786_web.pdf
https://www-pub.iaea.org/MTCD/Publications/PDF/P1786_web.pdf
https://www-pub.iaea.org/MTCD/Publications/PDF/P1786_web.pdf
https://www-pub.iaea.org/MTCD/Publications/PDF/P1786_web.pdf
https://www.iea.org/publications/reports/EstablishingmultilateralpowertradeinASEAN/
https://www.iea.org/publications/reports/EstablishingmultilateralpowertradeinASEAN/
https://www.iea.org/publications/reports/EstablishingmultilateralpowertradeinASEAN/
https://www.iea.org/publications/reports/EstablishingmultilateralpowertradeinASEAN/
https://www.iea.org/publications/reports/EstablishingmultilateralpowertradeinASEAN/
https://www.iea.org/publications/reports/EstablishingmultilateralpowertradeinASEAN/
https://www.iea.org/publications/reports/EstablishingmultilateralpowertradeinASEAN/
http://www.rsis.edu.sg/research/nts-centre

www.rsis.edu.sg/research/nts-centre

November 2019

HEALTH SECURITY

B LRI
-'n -

-~
=/

o
o 772g

i

commons license.

NEWS & COMMENTARIES

First new HIV strain in
19 years identified
Karen Weintraub,
Scientific American
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Using Al to understand
what causes diseases
Sema Sgaier and Frances-
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Harvard Business Review
8 November 2019

‘Forgotten’ pneumonia
epidemic ‘kills more
children than any other
disease

United Nations News
12 November 2019
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‘Make Ebola a thing of
the past’: First vaccine
against deadly virus
approved

Ewen Callaway,
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12 November 2019

Why is the world losing
the fight against histo-
ry’s most lethal dis-
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Tedros Adhanom Ghebreye-

sus,
The Guardian
14 November 2019

UN to test impact of
mosquito sterilisation
on disease spread
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us: How to turn theory
into practice

Hugo Slim,

The New Humanitarian
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Humanitarian leader-
ship fails on diversity
Lisa Cornish,

DevEx
24 October 2019

Moving beyond mine
risk education to risk
awareness and safer be-
haviour

Louis G. Maresca,

Humanitarian Law & Policy
7 November 2019

UN peacekeepers warn
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UN News
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