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PROGRAMME 
 

9.45 am Guests Arrival & Registration 
 

10.15 am  Guests to be seated  
 

10.30 am Welcome Remarks 
Mr Adrian Tan 
Head of Policy Coordination & Specialist Research, 
S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies   

 

Book Introduction 
Professor Edmund Terence Gomez  
Professor of Political Economy, Faculty of Economics & Administration, 
University of Malaya, Malaysia 
 
Book Discussion 
Associate Professor Maznah Mohamad 
Department of Malay Studies and Department of Southeast Asian Studies,  
Faculty of Arts and Social Sciences, 
National University of Singapore 
 
Assistant Professor Sebastian Dettman 
Assistant Professor of Political Science, School of Social Sciences, 
Singapore Management University 
 
 
 
 



 

Moderator 
Assistant Professor Mohamed Nawab Mohamed Osman 
Malaysia Programme, Institute of Defence and Strategic Studies, 
S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies 
 
Questions and Answers  

 
12.00 pm  End of RSIS Book Launch Seminar & Refreshments 
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Seminar Abstract 
 
The 2018 Malaysian General Election will stand as a defining event in Malaysian history, when the 
ruling Barisan Nasional coalition unexpectedly lost power in the country they had ruled for over half a 
century. This volume brings together scholars who assess one fundamental factor that brought about 
this game-changing event in Malaysian politics: intra-elite feuding in the leading Malay-based political 
parties. It analyses individual state politics and national trends that have been shaped by the 
government and the opposition.  
 
Contrary to earlier expectations that the change in government would usher in a new Malaysia where 
race and religion will matter less, the new political configuration has seen an intensification of identity 
politics. The two largest and most important Malay based parties, UMNO and PAS, have now formed 
an alliance in the name of Malay and Muslim unity. This seminar will examine several themes including 
the intra-Malay political elite fissure, the trajectory of race and religion in Malaysian politics, and the 
future of Malaysian politics.  
  
About the Editors 
 
Edmund Terence Gomez is a Professor of Political Economy at the Faculty of Economics & 
Administration, University of Malaya.  He has also held academic appointments at the University of 
Leeds, Murdoch University, Australian National University, and the Nordic Institute of Asian Studies. He 
served as the Research Coordinator at the United Nations Research Institute for Social Development 
in Geneva and was a Visiting Professor at Kobe University, the University of Michigan, and the 
University of California. He specialises in government-market relations and the linkages between 
politics, policies and business development. 
 
Mohamed Nawab Mohamed Osman is an Assistant Professor with the Malaysia Programme at the S. 
Rajaratnam School of International Studies, Nanyang Technological University, Singapore. He also 
coordinates RSIS’ Seminar Series on Muslim Societies in Asia. His research interests include the 
domestic and international politics of Southeast and South Asian countries, transnational Islamic 
political movements, and Islamophobia studies. 
 
 
 



 

Nanyang Technological University, Block S4, Level B3, 50 Nanyang Avenue, Singapore 639798 
Tel: +65 6790 6982 | Fax: +65 6794 0617 | www.rsis.edu.sg 

NTU Reg. No.: 200604393R 

 
 

ABOUT THE S. RAJARATNAM SCHOOL OF INTERNATIONAL STUDIES 

 
The S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies (RSIS) is a think tank and professional graduate 
school of international affairs at the Nanyang Technological University, Singapore. An autonomous 
school, RSIS’ mission is to be a leading research and graduate teaching institution in strategic and 
international affairs in the Asia Pacific. With the core functions of research, graduate education and 
networking, it produces cutting-edge research on Asia Pacific Security, Multilateralism and 
Regionalism, Conflict Studies, Non-traditional Security, Cybersecurity, Maritime Security and Terrorism 
Studies.  
 
For more details, please visit www.rsis.edu.sg.  Follow us at www.facebook.com/RSIS.NTU or 
connect with us at www.linkedin.com/school/rsis-ntu. 


