
 

 

                            
 
 

RSIS Distinguished Public Dialogue 
 

“US Foreign Policy in a Time of  
Turmoil at Home and Abroad”   

 
With 

 

Professor Michael E. Brown  
Professor of International Affairs and Political Science, and  

Former Dean, Elliott School of International Affairs, 
The George Washington University 

 

Dr Bates Gill  
Professor of Asia-Pacific Security Studies, Macquarie University; and 

Former Director, Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI) 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Thursday, 9 January 2020, 3.30 – 5.00 pm  
NTU@one-north, Auditorium, Level 3 

 

Dress Code: Office Attire 

 
 

  



 

Programme 
 
 

2.30 pm  Registration of Guests 
 
3.15 pm   Guests to be seated  
 
3.30 pm   RSIS Distinguished Public Dialogue With 

 
Professor Michael E. Brown  
Professor of International Affairs and Political Science, and 
Former Dean, 
Elliott School of International Affairs, 
The George Washington University 
 

Dr Bates Gill  
Professor of Asia-Pacific Security Studies,  
Macquarie University; and 
Former Director, 
Stockholm International Peace Research Institute (SIPRI) 

 
Moderated by 
 
Dr Adam Garfinkle 
RSIS Distinguished Visiting Fellow; and 
Founding Editor of The American Interest 

 
 
   Questions & Answers  
 
  Presentation of Memento 
 
5.00 pm  End of RSIS Distinguished Public Dialogue 
  
 



 

Dialogue Abstract 
 
The foreign policy of any great power is a projection of its domestic political culture, its 
perception of a wider interest, and its concept of place and purpose in the world. In the case 
of the United States, the premier great power of the post-World War II era, all three of these 
elements are now in flux.  America is presently wrestling with a constitutional crisis, lacks a 
consensus as to its core international interests, and it is consequently struggling to define a 
strategic direction.  Yet the institutional structure of the international order remains to a 
significant degree a legacy of American energy and ideas.  A seismic shift in American 
behaviour must therefore bear implications for the whole world.  Given these developments, 
this Dialogue will focus on the impact of US domestic upheaval on American foreign policy, 
international order, regional security and the interests of Southeast Asia and Singapore. 
 
About the Speakers 
 

Michael E. Brown is a Professor of International Affairs at the George Washington 
University’s Elliott School of International Affairs. He was Dean of the Elliott School from 2005 
until 2015. He previously held senior positions at Georgetown University’s School of Foreign 
Service, Harvard University’s Kennedy School of Government, and the International Institute 
for Strategic Studies. He is a member of the RSIS Board of Governors, and he was an RSIS 
Distinguished Visitor in April 2016. He has been the Editor of Survival and Co-Editor of 
International Security, two of the leading journals in the security studies field. Dr Brown is the 
author of Flying Blind: The Politics of the U.S. Strategic Bomber Program, which won the 
Edgar Furniss National Security Book Award. He is the editor or co-editor of 22 books, 
including: Grave New World: Security Challenges in the 21st Century. He received his PhD 
from Cornell. 
 

Bates Gill is Professor of Asia-Pacific Security Studies at Macquarie University in Sydney. He 
is also a member of the Board of Governors of the S. Rajaratnam School of International 
Studies (RSIS) and an Associate Fellow with the Royal Institute of International Affairs 
(Chatham House, London). Dr Gill has a 30-year international career as a scholar, policy 
advisor, and institution-builder, having held leadership positions at the Brookings Institution, 
the Center for Strategic and International Studies, the Stockholm International Peace 
Research Institute, and the University of Sydney. He is an author or editor of eight books and 
200 other publications, mostly focusing on international security affairs with a particular 
emphasis on China, US-China relations, and regional order in East Asia. He received his PhD 
from the Woodrow Wilson Department of Government and Foreign Affairs at the University of 
Virginia. 
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About the S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies 
 
The S. Rajaratnam School of International Studies (RSIS) is a think tank and professional 
graduate school of international affairs at the Nanyang Technological University, 
Singapore. An autonomous school, RSIS’ mission is to be a leading research and graduate 
teaching institution in strategic and international affairs in the Asia Pacific. With the core 
functions of research, graduate education and networking, it produces cutting-edge research 
on Asia Pacific Security, Multilateralism and Regionalism, Conflict Studies, Non-traditional 
Security, Cybersecurity, Maritime Security and Terrorism Studies.  
  
For more details, please visit www.rsis.edu.sg. Follow us at www.facebook.com/ RSIS.NTU 
or connect with us at www.linkedin.com/school/rsis-ntu. 
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